2    PEAKS AND GLACIERS OP NUN KUN
The rugged, savage beauty of the group and the evident complexity of its formation proclaimed it a most alluring field for investigation, which we would have liked to make then and there, but lack of time and of proper outfit compelled us to pass on and wait for a more convenient opportunity, when, should circumstances permit, we determined to return and explore its untrodden mazes.
The European contingent on the proposed ex* pedition was to be more numerous than on previous ones, as we had decided to try a new experiment, viz. that of employing Italian porters to carry camp-outfit to points above those to which coolies could be taken or would willingly climb. We had had more than enough, in the past, of sitting on cold snow-slopes awaiting the snail-like approach of unwilling coolies, and at snow-camps of hearing their wailing complaints and refusals to march.
Cyprien Savoye, guide of Courmayeur, who had been with us in Baltistan in 1903, was engaged for the expedition some months previously, and he, with the advice of our friend, Signore Ettore Canzio of the Turin Alpine Club, to whom we are greatly indebted for assistance on this as well as other